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 1914.] BROOKS: AMERICAN SYNDICALISM: THE I.W.W. 585

 The narrowness and bitterness of the movement are justified; it
 is a spirit which is not altogether to be deplored, since it gives
 reinforced expression to the urgent need of social reform. The
 tendency to depreciate what the movement owes to the "intellec-
 tuals " and the virulent attacks which have been made upon them
 are criticised, and the debts of the movement to them are
 summed up.

 The ideal state of the American Syndicalist is not to be a
 democracy, but an oligarchy. They have the utmost contempt
 for the rule of the many. "Small, energetic minorities" are to
 seize, control and exercise it for the benefit, perhaps of the many,
 but more probably of those "small, energetic minorities."
 Economic doctrines no less than political are completely disre-
 garded by the apostles of the I.W.W. "Sabotage," they say, "is
 solely against the boss," forgetting that such drastic means and
 their results invariably tell more heavily on the weak than on
 the strong.

 The book, in fact, furnishes a strong indictment against the
 existing methods employed by syndicalists, and contains a plea
 for ending a policy of negation, because it must be futile in its
 effects. A strong case is made out for the evolution of a positive
 policy, which will slowly encroach on the present system owing
 to its superior justice, organisation, and practicability. At the
 present time the only practical value of Syndicalism seems to be
 that it might speed up the other reforming bodies and, by adver-
 tising by blood the defects of the present system, secure reform
 within. These reforms from within would, however, be opposed
 to the fundamental objects of the Syndicalists. They are so con-
 vinced of the entire rottenness of the existing system, that they
 see it decrepit and hastening to decay. The existing system may
 be bad. Is it weak? The Syndicalists may have a great deal
 of justice on their side, but have they the means, the organisation,
 the men, the braiins to replace the present system by a better?
 If the author's summary of their arguments is fair, and if his
 quotations from their works are representative, the answer to the
 latter question is an emphatic negative. They are too much
 afflicted with what the author well calls "adolescent pranks."

 Mr. Brooks' position seems to be this: He has closely followed
 and earnestly and fairly interpreted Syndicalist movements and
 doctrines in America. This study of the social problem has con-
 vinced him of the need of drastic and immediate reform. He flirts
 with the aims of the Syndicalists, but is entirely out of sympathy
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 with their means, which he regards as worse than useless. There

 is no rough-and-ready method to attain Utopia. Harsh cautery,
 sabotage, direct action, the general strike are all useless to promote
 peace in the industrial world. He sets two questions for the

 Syndicalists to answer :-(1) How are the means of production
 to be taken over? (2) What proposals have they for positive con-
 structive action? The attempted solutions to these problems are

 reviewed with justice and sincerity, but the inquiring mind is not

 satisfied. After many questionings and doubts the author's
 whole position is finally made clear in one sentence : "Until we

 learn a new solicitude for things that shame us, this sharp surgery
 of revolt is to be welcomed."

 JAMES CONWAY DAVIES

 Corso di Scienza delle Finanze. By LUIGI EINAUDI. Second
 edition. (Turin. 1914. Pp. 1010. 20 lire.)

 THEu author warns us that this volume of more than a thousand
 pages is the result of several years' instruction given by himself
 in different universities, and is, in fact, a series of lectures repro-
 duced by his students. We must not forget this warning in pro-
 nouncing judgment on the work before us; and we propose to
 confine ourselves to examining the author's general conception of
 public finance as a science apart from economics and other social
 studies. This indeed seems the most interesting side of the work
 at the present time, when many students are trying to remove
 public finance from its uncertain and confused position in order to
 give it a scientific status on a level with economic theory, demo-
 graphy, &c.

 Professor Einaudi holds finance to be a study of prices, and
 it is only when considered from this point of view that he will
 allow it the character of a true science. But with what prices is
 finance concerned? Not with private prices, the study of which
 belongs to economic theory, replies Professor Einaudi, but with
 quasi-private and public prices; with charges (tasse), levies, and
 taxes.

 The author puts his case as follows :-A quasi-private price
 appears when, for example, people obtain their firewood by means
 of the State. Here is a private need; yet men rely on the State
 to produce firewood for them and to sell it to them at the market
 price, because by this means they incidentally secure-a:nd it is
 felt that they secure only through State organisation-the pre-
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